
 

CITY COUNCIL 

AGENDA REQUEST  

AGENDA OF: 11-15-11 
AGENDA 

REQUEST NO: 
III-C 

INITIATED BY: 
KAREN GLYNN 

ASSISTANT CITY MANAGER 

RESPONSIBLE 

DEPARTMENT: 
ASSISTANT CITY MANAGER 

PRESENTED BY: 
CRAIG LANDIN 

MUNICIPAL COURT JUDGE 

DEPARTMENT 

HEAD: KAREN GLYNN  

  

ADDITIONAL 

DEPARTMENT 

HEAD (S): 

N/A 

SUBJECT / 

PROCEEDING: 

ASSOCIATE JUDGE APPOINTMENTS AND CONTRACT APPROVAL 

ADMINISTER OATH OF OFFICE 

EXHIBITS: 
CONTRACT BETWEEN THE CITY OF SUGAR LAND AND JAMES L. GASCOYNE 

CONTRACT BETWEEN THE CITY OF SUGAR LAND AND PHYLLIS A. ROSS 

CLEARANCES APPROVAL 

LEGAL: 
JOE MORRIS 

CITY ATTORNEY  

ASSISTANT CITY 

MANAGER: 
N/A 

PURCHASING: 
TODD REED 

PURCHASING MANAGER  

ASSISTANT CITY 

MANAGER: 
N/A 

BUDGET: JENNIFER BROWN  

DIRECTOR OF BUDGET & RESEARCH  

CITY 

MANAGER: ALLEN BOGARD  

BUDGET 

EXPENDITURE REQUIRED:  $ BASED ON HOURS WORKED 

CURRENT BUDGET:  $ 25,000.00 

ADDITIONAL FUNDING:  $ 0 

RECOMMENDED ACTION 

The Compensation Committee recommends the appointment of and approval of a contract with James L. Gascoyne 

and Phyllis A. Ross as Associate Judges of the Municipal Court. 

 

 

 

 



 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

The City has previously appointed three persons to serve as Associate Judge in the Sugar Land Municipal Court to 

perform the duties of Judge Landin in his absence and to arraign prisoners on weekends.  These duties are 

performed through contract with the Associate Judges.  Judge Craig Landin has requested the need to appoint 

additional Associate Judges as the previous Associate Judge has moved out of state.  Judge Landin has reviewed 

applicants and made a recommendation to the Compensation Committee.  The recommendation includes  

appointment of James L. Gascoyne and Phyllis A. Ross.  Nina Shaefer and Nancy Lusk will continue to serve as 

Associate Judges. 

 

James L. Gascoyne lives and practices law in Sugar Land.  He earned a Bachelor of Science in Criminal Justice 

from the University of Texas – El Paso and a law degree from the University of Houston.  He comes highly 

recommended by Associate Judge Nina Schaefer who has served with him on the local grievance committee of the 

State Bar of Texas which he chairs.  He maintains a civil trial practice defending a wide variety of tort claims and 

insurance matters.  He has been elected to the American Board of Trial Advocates and is Life Fellow in the Texas 

Bar Foundation. 

 

Phyllis A. Ross lives in Sugar Land and practices law in Houston and Sugar Land.  She has worked as an attorney in 

the health care field as in-house counsel to the Methodist Hospital System and Director of Risk Management for 

Health Plus.  She now focuses her practice on criminal law but continues to handle a broad range of civil matters.  

She received a degree in education from the University of Texas at Austin and her law degree from the University of 

Houston.  She has volunteered with Keep Sugar Land Beautiful and worked with the Girl Scouts. 

 

The appointment of James L. Gascoyne and Phyllis A. Ross as Associate Judges of the Municipal Court and 

approval of individual contracts for this service is recommended.  Funding is budgeted in the City Attorney’s Office 

to cover the contractual services for the Associate Judges.   

 

EXHIBITS 

 

  



 
 

 

 







 


